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SUBJECT: GRUMMAN SEEKS CARACAS AGENT ON A-6 SALE 
FOR THE AMBASSADOR 

1. ADMIRAL (RET.) ROBERT TOWNSEND OF GRUMMAN INTERNATIONAL 
INC. CALLED ON DEPUTY ASSISTANT SECRETARY LUERS YESTERDAY 
(NOV. 13) SEEKING INFORMATION ON DR. MANUEL LOPEZ RIVAS, A 
VENEZUELAN NATIONAL WHOM GRUMMAN IS CONSIDERING HIRING AS 
AN AGENT FOR POSSIBLE FUTURE SALES OF THE A-6E INTRUDER AIR 
CRAFT IN VENEZUELA. DR. LOPEZ IS A FORMER URD COMMUNICAT 
IONS MINISTER UNDER BETANCOURT AND EX-AMBASSADOR TO DEN- 
MARK AND FINLAND. ACCORDING TO TOWNSEND, LOPEZ IS NOW A 
MEMBER OF ACCION DEMOCRATICA AND A CONFIDANT OF PRESIDENT 
PEREZ. 

2. LUERS INFORMED TOWNSEND DEPARTMENT NOT RPT NOT IN 
POSITION TO PASS JUDGMENT ON SUITABILITY OF FOREIGN NATION- 
ALS FOR JOB WITH GRUMMAN BUT SUGGESTED LOCAL GRUMMAN RE- 
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PRESENTATIVE IN CARACAS, JOE RODRIGUEZ, MIGHT WISH TO CALL 
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ON YOU FOR ANY GUIDANCE YOU MAY HAVE IN THIS REGARD. 

3. TOWNSEND INDICATED HE WOULD CALL RODRIGUEZ TONIGHT IN 
CARACAS AND ASK HIM TO SEEK APPOINTMENT WITH YOU AT EARL- 
IEST OPPORTUNITY. 

4. GRUMMAN HAS BEEN REPEATEDLY INFORMED THAT SALE OF A-6 
TO LATIN AMERICA IS PROSCRIBED ON POLICY GROUNDS. GRUMMAN 
HOPES, HOWEVER, THAT BUREAU’S COMBAT AIRCRAFT POLICY REV- 
IEW CURRENTLY UNDERWAY MAY RESULT IN REVERSAL OF THE BAN 
ON ATTACK AIRCRAFT LIKE THE A-6. KISSINGER 
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